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President Clinton signing the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act of 1999 at the FDR Memorial on December 17, 1999.
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A Proc l a m at i o n:
S P I R IT OF THE ADA MONTH, 2 000

by the Pre s i dent of the United St a tes of Ame r i c a

T he enactment of th e
A m e ricans with
D is a b i l i ties Act (AD A )

10 ye a rs ago th is month signaled a
tra n s fo rm a tion in our Na ti o n’s
public policies to wa rd peo p l e
w i th dis a b i l i ti e s. America is now 
a dra m a ti c a lly diffe rent — and
better — co u n try bec au se of th e
AD A.

In the last 10 ye a rs, we have
w o rked ha rd to eliminate ha rm ful
s t e reotypes and have gro wn to
u n d e rs tand dis a b i l i ty as a natu ra l
part of the human expe ri e n ce.  
We are taking steps, such as 
re n ova ting and co n s tru cting 
public acco m m oda tions to make
th em fully acce s s ible, to ensure
that people with dis a b i l i ties are
fully integrated into our co m m u-
n i ties and workp l a ce s. And we
have come to apprec iate that 
people with dis a b i l i ties are a ke y
e l ement — and an unta p pe d
re so u rce — in sustaining our
Na ti o n’s his to ric eco n o m i c
g ro w th .

Th ro u ghout our Ad m i n is tra ti o n,
Vi ce President Go re and I have
w o rked ha rd to achieve the AD A’s
co re go a ls — equality of oppo r tu-
n i ty, full parti c i p a ti o n, indepe n d-
ent liv i n g, and economic se l f-
s u ff i c i e n c y. Our Ad m i n is tra ti o n
has vigo ro u s ly defended th e
ADA in court cases across th e
Na tion; we are co ll a bo ra ting with

State Medicaid directo rs to
i m p l ement the Sup reme Court’s
1999 O l mstea d d ec is i o n, wh i c h
p ro h ib i ts unjustified iso l a tion of
i n s ti tu tionalized pe rsons with
d is a b i l i ties; we helped ensure tha t
80 pe rcent of Ameri c a’s public
transit buses are now acce s s ib l e ;
we are implem e n ting the Ti c ket to
Wo rk and Wo rk In ce n tive s
Im p rove-ment Act, which I
p ro u d ly signed into law last
Decem ber; we have worked close-
ly with sc h oo ls and co lleges to
i m p rove the enro llment, re t e n ti o n,
and gra du a tion of stu d e n ts with
d is a b i l i ties; and my Task Fo rce on
E m p l o yment of Adul ts with
D is a b i l i ties is developing fa r-
reaching policies for a co m p re-
h e n s ive, coo rdinated em p l o ym e n t
a g e n da.

We sti ll have much to acco m p l is h .
B ec au se the many barri e rs co n-
fro n ting people with dis a b i l i ti e s
took genera tions to deve l o p ,
b reaking th em down re q u i re s
co n s istent, coo rdinated, and fa r-
s i ghted effort. We must work
a g g re s s ive ly to incre a se th e
em p l o yment rates of people with
d is a b i l i ties by attacking a range of
w o rk dis i n ce n tive s, including
b a rri e rs to edu c a ti o n, health care ,
t ec h n o l o gy, housing, and tra n s-
po r ta ti o n. We must provide re a l
c h o i ces for people with dis a b i l i-
ties to live and work in their 

co m m u n i ties with the nece s s a r y
se r v i ces and sup po r ts.  And we
must be vigilant in prot ecting th e
ri gh ts we have sec u red th ro u gh
d ecades of legal activ is m.  I am
e n co u raged that the first 10 ye a rs
of the AD A’s life have provided us
w i th a solid fo u n da tion for mee t-
ing th e se cha ll e n g e s. 

To mark the ADA's 10 th annive r-
sary and the 25 th annive rsary of
the In d iv i du a ls with Dis a b i l i ti e s
E du c a tion Act (IDEA), th e
A m e rican As soc ia tion of Peo p l e
w i th Dis a b i l i ties has organized a
n a tionwide “Sp i rit of AD A”
To rch Re l ay.  Twe n ty- four citi e s
from coast to coast are hosti n g
o ff i c ial re l ay eve n ts, and hu n-
d re ds of co m m u n i ties are orga n-
izing add i tional local eve n ts as
part of th is national ce l e b ra ti o n.
The Sp i rit of AD A’s orga n i z i n g
th eme is “Renew the Pl e d g e” to
e n co u rage indiv i du a ls, orga n i za-
ti o n s, and gove rnment enti ties to
re a ff i rm their commitment to th e
p rinciples of the ADA and
I D E A.  Vi ce President Go re 
and I are proud to join in the 
ce l e b ra tion and to renew our own
pledge to help adva n ce the cau se
of dis a b i l i ty ri gh ts.

Pro m oting dis a b i l i ty ri gh ts not
o n ly improves the lives of the 54

m i llion Americans with dis a b i l i-
ti e s, it improves all of our live s.
As President Fra n klin Roo seve l t
reco gnized more than 60 ye a rs
a go, in words that are now
i n scribed on the FDR Mem o ria l
in our Na tion's capital:  “No
C o u n tr y, however rich, can affo rd
the waste of its human re so u rce s.”

N OW, THEREFORE, I,
W I LLIAM J. CLI NTO N,
President of the United States of
A m e ri c a, by virtue of the au th o ri-
ty vested in me by the Consti tu -
tion and laws of the United Sta t e s,
do hereby proclaim July 2000 as
Sp i rit of the ADA Mo n th, 2000 .
I urge gove rnment off i c ia ls, 
business people, co m m u n i ty lead-
e rs, edu c a to rs, and all the peo p l e
of the United Sta t e s, to ce l e b ra t e
the co n trib u tions people with dis-
a b i l i ties have made, and co n ti n u e
to make, to the pro g ress and pro s-
pe ri ty of our Na ti o n, and to re n e w
our commitment to upholding th e
n o n d iscri m i n a tion principles of
the ADA and IDEA.

IN WIT N ESS WHEREOF, I
have here u n to set my hand th is
f i rst day of July, in the year of our
Lo rd two thousand, and of th e
In d e pe n d e n ce of the Un i t e d
States of America the two hu n-
d red and twe n ty- fo u r th .

— President Bill Clinton, July 1, 2000
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➧ D i s a b i l ity Office in th e
D e pa rtm e nt of La bo r.  
Pre sident Clin ton and Vice Pre si d e n t
Gore su p p ort establ is h ing an Offic e
of Disa b i l i ty Po l icy (ODP) within the
Dep a rtment of La b or (DOL), and
i m p roving acc e ss for adu lts with 
disa b i l i t ies to emplo yment se rvic e s
off e red throu gh the one-stop ca re e r
c e n ter sy s te m. The Pre si d e n t’s FY
2001 bu dget in cludes $20 .56 mi l l i o n
for ODP, wh ich was re c o m m e n d e d
by the Pre si d e n t ial Task Force on
E m plo yment of Adu lts with
D isa b i l i t ie s. Under the lea d e r s h ip of
an Assistant Se cre t a r y, ODP’s 
mission wou ld be to dram a t ica l ly
in crease the emplo yment ra te of
pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies by impl e-
m e n t ing a sus t a ined, coordin a te d ,
and aggre ssive stra tegy to elimin a te
b a r r iers and crea te mea n in g fu l
e m plo yment opport un i t ies for 
pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s.  Th is offic e

wou ld in i t ia l ly su bsume the Pre si -
d e n t’s Co m mi ttee on Emplo yment of
Pe o ple with Disa b i l i t ies (PCEPD) in
an effort to re duce du pl ication and
enhance coordination of Fe d e ra l
e m plo yment prog rams for pe o pl e
with disa b i l i t ie s.  The office wou ld
work within DOL to ensu re that all
p rog rams addre ss the need to
in crease part icipation of pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ies in DOL tra in ing pro-
g rams, with a targe ted emphasis on
t h ose se rving youth du r ing FY 2001.  

➧ National Disability Business
D eve lo p m e nt Boa r d. 
Creation of ODP wou ld also estab-
l ish the National Disa b i l i ty Busin e ss
Deve lopment Bo a rd, a Fe d e ra l ly-
c h a rte red cor p ora t i o n.  The Bo a rd
will be made up of America’s 
busin e ss leaders, organized labor,
rehabilitation and se rvice provi d e r s ,
and disa b i l i ty- re l a ted orga n i z a t i o n s

cu r re n t ly advising the Pre si d e n t’s
Co m mi ttee on Emplo yment of
Pe o ple with Disa b i l i t ie s.  The Bo a rd
wou ld: work to improve the acc e ss 
of in divi duals with disa b i l i t ies to
fin a n cial institutions and commercia l
and busin e ss ente r p r ises; provi d e
in c e n t ives to, and collabora te with,
the publ ic and priva te se c tors to
e n su re the necessary levels of
re s ou rc e s/investments in emplo y-
ment in i t ia t ives for in divi duals with
disa b i l i t ies; and leve ra ge fun ds for
p u bl ic awa re n e ss about disa b i l i ty and
e m plo ym e n t.

➧ Tax Cre d it for Wo r k-
R e lated Expenses.  
In his FY 2001 bu dget, Pre si d e n t
C l in ton re n ews his pro p osal for a
$1,000 tax cre dit for work - re l a te d
expe n ses for pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s.
Th is tax cre dit was pro p osed las t
year but not su p p orted by Co n g re ss.

Eco nomic Oppo rt unity
E x pan d i n g

2000 Leg i s l at i ve Priorities and FY 2001 Budg et Initiat i ve s
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The cre dit wou ld help workers 
with sig n i ficant disa b i l i t ies cover the
formal and in formal costs that are
ass ocia ted with emplo yment, such as
spe cialized tra n sp ortation and te c h-
no log y.  Li ke the Tic ket to Work and
Work Incentives Improvement Ac t ,
it wou ld help ensu re that pe o pl e
with disa b i l i t ies have the tools they
need to re t u rn to work by re c og n i z-
ing the ext ra costs ass ocia ted with
work in g.

➧ E xtended Medicare Access
for Peo p le with Disabiliti es
Who Wo r k.  
The Pre sident and Vice Pre si d e n t’s
FY 2001 bu dget bui lds on achieve-
ments enacted in the Tic ket to Work
and Work Incentives Improve m e n t
Act to ensu re that in divi duals with
disa b i l i t ies have full opport un i ty to
p a rt icip a te in and contribu te to ou r
g row ing econo my.  The Ad min is t ra -
tion has pro p osed re m oving arb i t ra r y
l i mits on Me dica re cove ra ge for 
pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies who re t u rn
to work, giving in divi duals with dis-
a b i l i t ies lifetime acc e ss to Me dica re. 

➧ Voc ational Reha b i l itati o n
State Grants.
The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s FY 2001
bu dget in cludes $2.4 billion, an

in crease of $60.8 million, to assis t
S t a te vocational rehabilitation 
a ge n cies to improve the emplo y-
ment outcomes of in divi duals with
disa b i l i t ie s.  A wide ra n ge of se rvic e s
is provided each year to about 
1.2 million in divi duals with disa b i l i-
t ies, and these fun ds will assist State s
in addre ssing the needs of this 
p o p u l a t i o n.

★ Signing the Ti c k et to Wo r k
and Work Incenti ves
I m p ro ve m e nt Act.  
The Tic ket to Work and Work
I n c e n t ives Improvement Act of
1999 (TWWIIA) is an his tor ic bill
p ro duced throu gh the bip a rt isa n
e fforts of Pre sident Clin ton and Vic e
Pre sident Gore; Se n a tors Je ffords ,
Ke n n e d y, Roth, and Mo ynihan; lea d-
ers in the House of Rep re se n t a t ive s ;
and the disa b i l i ty commun i ty.  On
De c e m ber 17, 1999, the Pre si d e n t
signed this his tor ic bill in to law at a
c e re m o ny held at the FDR
Me m or ia l.  Th is legislation, wh ic h
the Pre sident advoca ted since 1998,

will improve emplo yment opport u-
n i t ies by: crea t ing new options and
in c e n t ives for States to offer a
Me dicaid bu y- in for workers with
disa b i l i t ies; exte n ding Me dica re 
c ove ra ge for pe o ple re c eiving Socia l
Se cu r i ty Disa b i l i ty Insu rance be n e-
fits who re t u rn to work; crea t ing a
$250 million Me dicaid bu y- in
d e m o n s t ration to help pe o ple wh ose
disa b i l i t ies have not yet prog re sse d
so far that they ca n not work; and
e n h a n cing emplo ym e n t - re l a te d
se rvices for pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s
t h rou gh the new “Tic ket to Work ”
Prog ram.  TWWIIA also crea tes a
be n e fits pl a n n in g, assistance and

ou t reach prog ram to fa ci l i t a te acc e ss
to in formation about work in c e n-
t ives, and be tter in te g ra te se rvices to
pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies start ing or
re t u rn ing to work. 

★ I n c reasing the Su bsta nti a l
Ga i n ful Acti v ity Amount.  
In Ju ly 1999, the Social Se cu r i ty
Ad min is t ration in creased the
m o n t h ly “su bs t a n t ial ga in ful activi-
ty” gui d e l ines from $500 to $700 pe r
month, enabl ing SSDI and SSI 
be n e ficia r ies with disa b i l i t ies to 
ea rn more without aff e c t ing their
be n e fi t s. 

Record of Accomplishments_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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★ D i re cting Federal Agencies
to Imple m e nt Plan for Hiri n g
Peo p le with Disabiliti es. 
S ince the be g in n ing of the Clin to n -

Gore Ad min is t ration, the America n
e c o no my has added nea r ly 21 mi l l i o n
n ew jo bs, and un e m plo yment is at
the lowest level in three deca d e s.  
Yet nea r ly 75 pe rcent of in divi du a l s
with sig n i ficant disa b i l i t ies are un e m-
plo ye d.  Last yea r, Vice Pre si d e n t
Gore as ked the Office of Pe r s o n n e l
Ma n a gement to deve lop a model
plan to br ing more adu lts with dis-
a b i l i t ies in to the Fe d e ral work forc e.
On Oc to ber 16, 1999, Pre si d e n t
C l in ton re l eased that action plan and
dire c ted the Fe d e ral gove rnment to
i m plement it immedia te ly.  The pl a n ,
Ac c e s s ing Oppo rt unity: The Plan fo r
Emp l oy ment of People with Dis a b il itie s
in the Fe de ral Go ve r n me n t, a long with a

c o m p a n i o n Emp l oy ment Gu i de, 
p rovides detailed re s ou rces for
Fe d e ral emplo yees as they re cr ui t ,
h ire, tra in and pro m o te pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ie s.  Under this plan, the
Fe d e ral Gove rnment — the nation’s
l a rgest emplo yer with almost 1.8 mi l-
lion workers — will do more to :
re cr uit pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies for
p ositions at all levels of gove rn m e n t ;
p rovide opport un i t ies for students
with disa b i l i t ies; ensu re ca re e r
o p p ort un i t ies for pe o ple with dis-
a b i l i t ies; collect and main t a in data 
to monitor su cc e ss of pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ies in the Fe d e ral work forc e ;
and provide reas o n a ble acc o m m o da-
tions for appl icants and emplo ye e s
with disa b i l i t ie s.

★ S po n s o ring “Disability
M e nto ring Day: Care e r
D eve lo p m e nt for the 21 st
C e ntu ry.”
On Oc to ber 27, 1999, the White
House sp o n s ored the fir s t -ever 
m e n tor ing day for pe o ple with 
disa b i l i t ie s.  The Office of Pe r s o n n e l
Ma n a gement (OPM) and Dep a rt -
ments of La b or, Jus t ic e, Edu ca t i o n ,
Tra n sp ortation, and De f e n se also
p a rt icip a ted in the mentor ing pro-
g ram, wh ich was modeled after other
“job shadow” day s.  It also coin ci d e d
with a re c eption hos ted by OPM to
c e l e bra te the re l ease of the Plan a n d
Emp l oy ment Gu i de. Th is yea r, the
m e n tor ing day will take place on
We dn e s day, Oc to ber 25, 2000.  Th e
W h i te House encou ra ges pe o pl e
f rom all across the country to part i -
cip a te in their local commun i t ie s.

a c co m pl i s h m e nts
at a gl a n c e

★ Signing the Ti c ket to Wo rk and
Wo rk Ince nt i ves Improve m e nt Act
of 1999

★ I n c reasing the Su b s t a ntial Ga i n f u l
Act i v i ty Am o u nt

★ Di re cting Fe d e ral Agencies to
I m p l e m e nt Plan for Hiring Pe o p l e
with Di s a b i l i t i e s

★ Spo n s o ring “ Di s a b i l i ty Me nto ri n g
Day: Ca reer Deve l o p m e nt for the
21st Ce nt u ry.”

★ Expanding Hiring Oppo rt u n i t i e s
for People with Ps yc h i at ri c
Di s a b i l i t i e s

★ Calling for Me ntal Health Pa ri ty
for Fe d e ral Em p l oye e s

★ Signing the Wo rk fo rce Inve s t m e nt
Act of 1998

★ Cre ating the Pre s i d e ntial Ta s k
Fo rce on  Em p l oy m e nt of Ad u l t s
with Di s a b i l i t i e s

★ Wo rking on Innovat i ve St rate g i e s
to Improve Em p l oy m e nt of Ad u l t s
with Di s a b i l i t i e s

★ Cre ating New Tools to He l p
Families Move From We l f a re to
Wo rk
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★ E x panding Hiri n g
O p po rtu n iti es for Peo p le with
Psyc h i atric Disabiliti es.  
In Ja nuary 1999, Tip per Gore
a n nounced that the Office of
Personnel Ma n a gement (OPM)
wou ld explore measu res to elimin a te
the stric ter standa rds that are cu r-
re n t ly appl ied to job appl icants with
psyc h ia t r ic disa b i l i t ie s.  On June 4,
1999, Pre sident Clin ton signed an
exe cu t ive order ensu r ing that in divi d-
uals with psyc h ia t r ic disa b i l i t ies are
g iven the same hir ing opport un i t ie s
as persons with sig n i ficant phy sica l
disa b i l i t ies and mental re t a rda t i o n.
On Ma rch 17, 2000, OPM issued 
p ro p osed regulations to crea te a new
Gove rnment-wide exc ep te d
a p p o in t ing author i ty for pe r s o n s
with psyc h ia t r ic disa b i l i t ie s.  Th is
a u t h or i ty will broaden the ca te gor y
of pe o ple who may no n -c o m pe t i-
t ive ly acquire compe t i t ive civil 
se rvice status after two years of 
su cc e ss ful se rvic e.  

★ C a lling for Mental Health
Pa rity for Federal Employe es.  
Lea ding by exam pl e, in June 1999
Pre sident Clin ton called for parity for
mental hea lth and su bstance abuse
c ove ra ge in the Fe d e ral Emplo ye e s
Hea lth Be n e fits Prog ram (FEHBP)
by 2001.  The FEHBP is the large s t
e m plo ye r- sp o n s ored hea lth in su ra n c e

p rog ram in the country — cove r in g
8 .5 million pe o pl e, in cl u ding Fe d e ra l
e m plo yees, re t irees, and their fami l ie s
— and of ten se rves as a model for
other emplo yers and the in su ra n c e
in dus t r y.  The Office of Pe r s o n n e l
Ma n a gement (OPM) will work with
p a rt icip a t ing hea lth plans to in t ro-
duce managed be h avi oral hea lth ca re
components that in c or p ora te prove n
techniques such as case manage m e n t ,
a u t h orized treatment plans, provi d e r
n e tworks using eff e c t ive scre e n in g
and re f e r ral proc e du res, and pre -
c e rt i fica t i o n.  OPM has elimin a te d
lifetime and annual maximu ms in the
F E H B P, and has nego t ia ted with
plans to move away from contra c t u a l
day and visit limitations, high
d e du c t i bles, co- p ayments, and co-
in su rance for mental hea lth cove ra ge. 

★ Signing the Wo r k fo rc e
I n vestm e nt Act of 1998.  
On Au g ust 7, 1998, Pre sident Clin to n
signed the Work force Inve s t m e n t
Act (WIA), wh ich in cluded the
Rehabilitation Act Amendments of
1998, helping to improve worke r
t ra in ing and placement options for
pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s.  WIA estab-
l ishes be tter links be tween the voca-
tional rehabilitation (VR) sy s tem and
the ge n e ral work force deve lo p m e n t
sy s te m.  Job se e kers with disa b i l i t ie s
now have improved options for 

se rvice throu gh the main s t ream
worker tra in ing and placement 
sy s te m, and throu gh the disa b i l i ty-
spe ci fic VR sy s te m.  WIA also
s t rengthens the Rehabilitation Act 
by giving in creased options to in di-
vi duals with disa b i l i t ies in deve lo p ing 
in divi dualized VR pl a n s.

★ Cre ating the Pres i d e nti a l
Task Fo rce on Employ m e nt of
A d u lts with Disabiliti es.  
Pre sident Clin ton signed an
Exe cu t ive Order in Ma rch 1998
e s t a bl is h ing the Pre si d e n t ial Tas k
Force on Emplo yment of Adu lt s
with Disa b i l i t ie s.  The Task Force is
c h a rged with crea t ing a coordin a te d
and aggre ssive national policy to
m ove in divi duals with disa b i l i t ie s
in to ga in ful emplo yment at a ra te
a p p ro a c h ing that of the ge n e ral adu lt
p o p u l a t i o n.  The Task Forc e, chaire d
by the Se cretary of La b or, continu e s
its efforts to pro m o te emplo ym e n t
o p p ort un i t ies, and many of its 
re c o m m e n dations have already be e n
a cc ep ted and impl e m e n ted by the
Pre si d e n t.  The Task Force is analy z-
ing the barriers to emplo yment fa c e d
by pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies and will
rep ort its fin dings with policy 
re c o m m e n dations to the Pre si d e n t
on a pe r i o dic basis until its fin a l
rep ort is pre se n ted on Ju ly 26, 2002.
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★ Working on Innovati ve
Str ateg i es to Impro ve
E m p loy m e nt of Adults with
D i s a b i l iti es.  
The Clin to n -Gore Ad min is t ra t i o n
c o n t inues to deve lop in nova t ive
s t ra te g ies to employ Americans with
disa b i l i t ie s.  The Social Se cu r i ty
Ad min is t ration (SSA), the Dep a rt -
ment of Hea lth and Human Se rvic e s
(HHS), the Dep a rtment of La b or
( DOL), and the Dep a rtment of
Edu cation (DoED) are all part icip a t-
ing in in te r- a ge n cy demonstra t i o n
p rojects to expand job opport un i t ie s
for persons with disa b i l i t ie s.  For
in s t a n c e, DoED has awa rded six 
sy s te ms -c h a n ge grants to establ is h
models of improved coope ration and
c o ordination be tween State
Vocational Rehabilitation prog rams ,
p u bl ic emplo ym e n t/e m plo ym e n t
t ra in ing prog rams, and other re l a te d
p rog rams.  The grants will help
re duce barriers to emplo yment and
in crease the ca p a ci ty of State s’ ove r-
all emplo yment sy s te ms to se rve
in divi duals with disa b i l i t ie s.  Th e
focus of these sy s te ms change pro j-
ects is in creasing the emplo ym e n t
ra te of in divi duals with disa b i l i t ie s
who are cu r re n t ly re c eiving su p p ort
t h rou gh publ ic prog rams.  

In addition, SSA is work ing un d e r
c o o pe ra t ive agreements with 12 state s
to deve lop in nova t ive projects to
assist adu lts with disa b i l i t ies in re e n-
te r ing the work forc e.  Th is activi ty,
the “State Pa rt n e r s h ip Initia t ive,” is
d e signed to help States deve lop 
in nova t ive and in te g ra ted statew i d e
p rog rams of se rvices and su p p orts for
t h eir re sidents with disa b i l i t ies that
will in crease job opport un i t ies and
d e crease dependence on be n e fi t s ,
in cl u ding Social Se cu r i ty Disa b i l i ty
I n su rance and Su p plemental Se cu r i ty
I n c o m e.  More ove r, the Pre si d e n t’s
Co m mi ttee on Emplo yment of
Pe o ple with Disa b i l i t ies (PCEPD) has
worked to coordin a te a commi t m e n t
by the U. S. Ch am ber of Co m m e rc e,
the Socie ty of Human Re s ou rc e
Ma n a gers, and dozens of other priva te
se c tor companies to su p p ort seve ra l
in i t ia t ives adva n cing the emplo ym e n t
of pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies am o n g
e m plo ye r s.  Initia t ives in clude the for-
mation of local and State emplo ye r-
led grou ps advoca t ing for the
e m plo yment of pe o ple with disa b i l i-
t ies, the laun c h ing of a nationw i d e
cam p a ign to advance the emplo y-
ment of persons with cog n i t ive dis-
a b i l i t ies, and su p p ort ing PCEPD’s
ca reer exploration and emplo ym e n t
p rog rams for youth with disa b i l i t ie s.  

★ Cre ating New Tools to
Help Fa m i l i es Move fro m
We lfa re to Wo r k.  
S ince enactment of the 1996 we l fa re
re form law, millions of fami l ies have
m oved from we l fa re to work.
Re c og n i zing the spe cial needs of
some pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies and
other populations in moving fro m
we l fa re to work, the 1997 Balanced
Bu dget Act in cluded $3 billion to
m ove lo n g - te rm we l fa re re cip ie n t s
and low- income no n -cus to dia l
fathers in to jo bs.  To fu l ly impl e m e n t
t h is in i t ia t ive, the Pre si d e n t’s FY 2001
bu dget allows gra n tees an addi t i o n a l
two years to spend We l fa re - to-Work
fun ds.  It also pro p oses $255 mi l l i o n
for Fathers Work/ Fami l ies Win
g rants to pro m o te re sp o n si ble fa t h e r-
hood and su p p ort work ing fami l ie s.
The We l fa re - to-Work Tax Cre di t
p rovides tax in c e n t ives to encou ra ge
busin e sses to hire lo n g - te rm we l fa re
re cip ients, in cl u ding those with 
disa b i l i t ie s.  Pre sident Clin ton has
se cu red 110,000 new housing 
vouchers in the last two years to help
we l fa re re cip ients and hard - p re sse d
work ing fami l ies move closer to jo b
o p p ort un i t ies, and this year he is 
p ro p osing $690 million for 120,000
n ew housing vou c h e r s.
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➧ Special Education Grants.  
The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s FY 2001 
bu dget in cludes $5.28 billion, a 
$290 million in crease, for Spe cia l
Edu cation Grants to State s.  Wi t h
p assa ge of this in crease, fun ding for
the State Grant Prog ram will have
r isen 127 pe rcent since 1994. 
In FY 2001, the Grants to State s

p rog ram wou ld provide an ave ra ge 
of $827 per child, an in crease of 
4 pe rcent over the FY 2000 leve l. 

➧ State Impro ve m e nt Grants.  
The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s FY 2001 
bu dget in cludes $45.2 million for 
the State Improvement Grants, a 
$10 million in crease (28 .4 pe rc e n t )
over FY 2000.  Th is will provi d e
fun ding for 28 ex is t ing awa rds to
S t a tes as well as new awa rds to an
e s t i m a ted 15 States and te r r i tor ie s.
The State Improvement prog ram
wou ld expand efforts to re form and
i m p rove State sy s te ms for provi din g

e du cational, ea r ly in te rvention, and
t ra n sitional se rvices to children with
disa b i l i t ie s.  

➧ Pa re nt Training.  
The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s FY 2001 
bu dget for the Pa rent Tra in ing and
I n formation Ce n ters prog ram is 
$26 million, a $7.5 million in crease
( 40 .3 pe rcent) above last yea r ’s leve l.
The in crease wou ld be used to
expand the size of the awa rds to
ex is t ing State Pa rent Tra in ing and
I n formation Ce n ters, establ ish fou r
n ew centers (for a total of 103 )
a cross the coun t r y, and provide 
a d ditional te c h n ical assistance to
c e n te r s.  Th ree of the new cente r s
wou ld be commun i ty centers ope r-
a ted by local parent orga n i z a t i o n s
and focus on meeting the needs of
un d e r se rved parents and fami l ies of
c h i ldren with disa b i l i t ie s.

E d u c ati o n
2000 Leg i s l at i ve Priorities and FY 2001 Budg et Initiat i ve s

and Tra ining

a c co m pl i s h m e nts
at a gl a n c e

★ Su p po rting Qu a l i ty Ed u cation for Ch i l d ren with Disabilities  

★ En fo rcing Individuals with Disabilities Ed u cation Act (IDEA)

★ Fi g hting Unwise Am e n d m e nts to IDEA

- 7 -
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➧ Pri ma ry Educati o n
I nte rve ntion Initi ati ve.  
The Pre si d e n t’s FY 2001 bu dge t
in cludes a request for a $10 mi l l i o n
Primary Edu cation Inte rvention 
in i t ia t ive.  Th is in i t ia t ive will su p p ort
p rojects that demonstra te eff e c t ive
in te rventions cou pled with ea r ly
i d e n t i fication to improve re su lts 
for children with disa b i l i t ie s. Th e
in i t ia t ive wou ld target children with
sig n i ficant pro bl e ms in lea rn ing to
read, and those ex h i b i t ing be h avi or s

- 8 -

that have been found to lead to 
sig n i f icant discipl ine pro bl e ms or
emotional di fficu lt ies as they ge t
o ld e r.  Re sea rch shows that ea r ly
in te rvention is part icu l a r ly eff e c t ive
for improving edu cational re su lts for
c h i ldren, and these fun ds will allow
m ore students to be n e fit from timely
i d e n t i fication and se rvice delive r y.

➧ State Technical Ass i sta n c e
Awa r d s.  
He l p ing States comply with the

I n divi duals with Disa b i l i t ie s
Edu cation Act (IDEA) is cr i t ica l ly
i m p ortant, and the Pre si d e n t’s FY
2001 bu dget in cludes an $8 mi l l i o n
request for State Te c h n ica l
A ssistance Awa rds that will help
a d dre ss this need.  Th e se te c h n ica l
assistance awa rds will be in s t r u m e n-
tal in improving State monitor in g
and compl a int resolution sy s te ms ,
and to cor rect deficie n cies foun d
t h rou gh State and Fe d e ral monitor-
ing of the implementation of IDEA. 

★ Su p po rting Qua l ity
E d u c ation for Child ren with
D i s a b i l iti es.  
In 1997, the Pre sident enacted a
s t ro n ger Indivi duals with Disa b i l i t ie s
Edu cation Act (IDEA), rea ffirmin g
our national commitment to provi d e
a wor ld cl ass edu cation for all ou r
c h i ldren by ensu r ing that our nation’s
schools are safe and condu cive to
l ea rn in g, while scr u p u lous ly pro te c t-
ing the rights of students with disa b i l-
i t ie s.  Fun ding for the basic IDEA
g rant prog ram has in creased by 100
pe rcent under the Clin to n -Gore
Ad min is t ra t i o n.

★ E n fo rcing IDEA.  
The Clin ton Ad min is t ration has
defended the rights of children with
disa b i l i t ies under the Indivi du a l s
with Disa b i l i t ies Edu cation Act in
nu m e rous Fe d e ral and Su p re m e
Cou rt cases: Ce dar Rap i ds
Co m m unity Scho ol Dist r i ct v. Ga r ret F. ;
Ma r ie O. v. Ed gar; Sacra me n to City
Uni fied Scho ol Dist r i ct v. Holl a n d; a n d
Ha rtmann v. Lo u do un Co un ty Bo a rd of
Ed u c a ti o n .

★ Fi g hting Un wi s e
A m e n d m e nts to IDEA.  
In the 105th Co n g re ss, the Ma jor i ty
in the House of Rep re se n t a t ive s
a tte m p ted to amend the Indivi du a l
with Disa b i l i t ies Edu cation Ac t
( I D EA) to make it easier to expe l
c h i ldren with disa b i l i t ies who we re
j u dged by school officials to be
p o te n t ia l ly violent in sc h o o l.  Th e se
broad, su b j e c t ive judgements cou ld
h ave re su lted in in a p p ro p r ia te exp u l-
sion of large nu m bers of students
with disa b i l i t ie s.  The Clin to n -Gore
Ad min is t ration, work ing with 
p a rents, su cc e ss fu l ly opposed these
am e n d m e n t s. 
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➧ Lo n g -Term Se rv i c es and
Su p po rts.
The Pre si d e n t’s FY 2001 bu dge t
in cludes a $28 billion, 10-year inve s t-
ment to tackle the compl ex pro bl e m
of lo n g - te rm ca re, wh ich affects mi l-
lions of eld e r ly persons, pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ies, children with spe cia l
n e e ds, and/or the fami l ies who ca re
for them.  Its cente r p iece is a $3,000
tax cre dit for pe o ple with lo n g - te rm
ca re needs or their ca re g ivers —
t r iple the am ount pro p osed last yea r.
It also seeks to addre ss the way in
wh ich Me dicaid policy and pra c t ic e
h as his tor ica l ly discr i min a ted aga in s t
pe o ple with lo n g - te rm ca re needs
who want to live in the commun i ty
by making it much easier to provi d e
c ove ra ge in nu r sing homes than in
the commun i ty.  Th is pro p osa l
wou ld enable States to provide 
se rvices to “nu r sing home qualifie d ”
in divi duals at 300 pe rcent of the

Su p plemental Se cu r i ty Income limi t
( a b out $15,000), without re q uir ing a
c o m pl ica ted and fre q u e n t ly time-
c o n su ming Fe d e ral wa ive r.  Th is 
p ro p osal contribu tes towa rd the go a l
of giving pe o ple who need lo n g - te rm
se rvices and su p p orts the choice of
re m a in ing in their homes and com-
mun i t ie s.  It costs $140 million ove r
five years, $370 million over 10 yea r s.

➧ E x panded Co verage to
Un i n s u red Ameri c a n s.  
In his FY 2001 bu dget, Pre si d e n t
C l in ton has pro p osed a 10-yea r, 
$110 billion in i t ia t ive that wou ld 
dram a t ica l ly improve the afforda b i l i-
ty of and acc e ss to hea lth in su ra n c e.
The pro p osal wou ld expand cove r-
a ge to at least five million un in su re d
A m e r icans and expand acc e ss to mi l-
lions more.  If enacted, these policie s
wou ld be the largest exp a n sion of
c ove ra ge since Me dica re was crea te d
in 1965.

➧ A Strong Pati e nts’ Bi ll 
of Ri g hts. 
The Pre sident and Vice Pre si d e n t
h ave called for passa ge of the bip a rt i-
san Pa t ie n t s’ Bill of Rights Act, to
e n su re that all Americans have
e sse n t ial pro tections, in cl u din g :
g u a ra n teed acc e ss to needed hea lt h
ca re spe cia l ists; acc e ss to emerge n cy
room se rvices when and wh e re needs
a r ise; continui ty of ca re pro te c t i o n s
to assu re cove ra ge if a patie n t’s hea lt h
ca re provider is dro p ped; acc e ss to a
t i m e ly in te rnal and in d epe n d e n t
exte rnal appeals proc e ss with a 
m e dical necessi ty standa rd; assu r-
ance that doc tors and patients ca n
o pe n ly discuss treatment options;
and an enforcement mechanism that
e n su res re c ou r se for patients wh o
h ave been harmed as a re su lt of
h ea lth plan actions.
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Qu a l ity He a lth Ca re
I m p roving Ac cess to
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★ E xtending Enfo rc e a b le
Pati e nt Prote ctions fo r
M i llions of Ameri c a n s. 
Lea ding by exam pl e, the Pre si d e n t
dire c ted all Fe d e ral age n cies to ensu re
that their emplo yees and be n e ficia r ie s
h ave the be n e fits and rights guara n-
teed under the pro p osed Pa t ie n t s’ Bill
of Righ t s.  The 8.5 million America n s
c ove red by Fe d e ral hea lth plans have
the se cu r i ty of know ing they will have
fa ir acc e ss to hea lth ca re thanks to the
Pre si d e n t’s work.  

★ Providing Access to Health
C a re Se rv i c es for Un i n s u re d
Wo r k e r s.  
In 1999, the Pre sident pro p osed and
won $25 million in fun ding for a pro-
g ram to coordin a te sy s te ms of ca re,
in crease the nu m ber of se rvic e s
d e l ive red, and establ ish an acc oun t a-

b i l i ty sy s tem to assu re adequate
p a t ient ca re for un in su red and low-
income in divi du a l s.  Th is yea r, the
Pre sident has pro p osed fun ding this
in i t ia t ive at $125 million, rep re se n t in g
a su bs t a n t ial down payment on the
Pre si d e n t’s plan to invest $1 billion
over five yea r s.

★ Su p po rting Fa m i l i es.  
Pre sident Clin ton fou ght for and
e n a c ted the Fami ly and Me dica l
Leave Act (FMLA), wh ich allows
workers to take up to 12 weeks of
unpaid leave to ca re for a child or
a du lt with a disa b i l i ty, se r i ous ly ill
fami ly members, new b orn or adop-
t ive children, or their own se r i ous
h ea lth pro bl e ms — without fear of
losing their jo bs.  Since its enact-
ment, FMLA has be n e fi ted mi l l i o n s
of Americans, and the Pre sident has

expanded leave options for Fe d e ra l
e m plo ye e s.  Pre sident Clin ton has
called for exte n ding this be n e fit to 
12 million more work ing fami l ies and
h as pro p osed exp a n ding FMLA to
a l low workers to take up to 24 un p a i d
h ours off each year for school and
ea r ly childhood edu cation activi t ie s ,
rou t ine fami ly medical ca re, and 
ca r ing for an eld e r ly re l a t ive.

★ I n c reasing Access to
H e a lth Care and Su p po rti n g
E m p loy m e nt for Ameri c a n s
with Disabiliti es.  
The Balanced Bu dget Act of 1997
crea ted an optional prog ram wh e re by
S t a tes cou ld allow pe o ple with dis-
a b i l i t ies who ea rn up to 250 pe rcent of
p ove rty to purc h ase Me dicaid cove r-
a ge.  Ore gon is the first state to take
a dva n t a ge of this policy, and they have
crea ted a prog ram wh e re in divi du a l s
who go to work can obt a in or ke ep
Me dica i d.  Se cretary of Hea lth and
Human Se rvices Donna Shalala has
as ked every gove rnor to se r i ous ly
c o n sider this prog ram.

★ Pa ssing Meaningful Health
Insurance Reform.  
Pre sident Clin ton signed the Hea lt h
I n su rance Port a b i l i ty and Acc oun t a -
b i l i ty Act of 1996, wh ich limi t s

- 10 -

a c co m pl i s h m e nts
at a gl a n c e

★ Extending En fo rceable Pat i e nt
Pro te ctions for Millions of
Am e ri cans 

★ Providing Ac cess to Health Ca re
Se rv i ces for Un i n s u red Wo rke r s

★ Su p po rting Fa m i l i e s

★ I n c reasing Ac cess to Health Ca re
and Su p po rting Em p l oy m e nt fo r
Am e ri cans with Di s a b i l i t i e s

★ Passing Me a n i n gful He a l t h
I n s u ra n ce Re fo rm

★ Pro te cting the Me d i ca i d
Gu a ra ntee for People  with
Di s a b i l i t i e s
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excl usions for pre -ex is t ing condi-
tions, makes cove ra ge port a bl e, and
h e l ps in divi duals who lose jo bs
m a in t a in cove ra ge.

★ Prote cting the Medicaid
G ua r a ntee for Peo p le with
D i s a b i l iti es.  
The Clin to n -Gore Ad min is t ra t i o n
re fuses to go backwa rd on hea lt h

- 11 -

Ac c e s s i b il ity
I m p rov i n g

ca re cove ra ge for Americans with
disa b i l i t ies, re j e c t ing pro p osals to
end the Me dicaid guara n tee to
m ea n in g ful hea lth be n e fits for pe o-
ple with disa b i l i t ie s.  The Pre si d e n t
ve toed the Rep u bl ica n s’ pro p osal in
the 104th Co n g re ss to block gra n t
the Me dicaid prog ram, pre se rvin g
Me dicaid cove ra ge for six mi l l i o n
persons with disa b i l i t ie s.  Me dicaid is

of ten the only form of hea lth ca re
ava i l a ble to pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s
and allows many children and adu lt s
to re c eive se rvices at home ra t h e r
than in in s t i t u t i o n s.  Thanks to
Pre sident Clin ton, the 1997
Balanced Bu dget Act pre se rved the
Fe d e ral guara n tee of Me dicaid cov-
e ra ge for populations who depe n d
on it.

➧ A ss i sti ve Te c h n o logy
I n iti ati ves.  
The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s FY 2001 
bu dget in cludes $100 million (a $13.5
million in crease) for disa b i l i ty and
te c h no logy re sea rch at the Na t i o n a l
I n s t i t u te on Disa b i l i ty and Re h a b i l i -
tation Re sea rch (NIDRR).  NIDRR
will launch a compre h e n sive te c h-
no logy in i t ia t ive wh ich in cludes: 
$5 million for an Edu ca t i o n a l
Te c h no logy Initia t ive to provi d e
te c h n ical assistance and tra in ing to

elementary and se c o n dary sc h o o l s ;
$3.4 million for a mu lt i - p ro n ge d
E m plo yment Initia t ive to carry ou t
re sea rch, tra in in g, and te c h n ica l
assistance to enhance the ability of
in divi duals with disa b i l i t ies to acc e ss
and use in formation and commun i-
cation te c h no log y; and $5.1 mi l l i o n
for a Co m mun i ty Indepe n d e n c e
I n i t ia t ive on using in formation and
assis t ive te c h no logy to enhance
c o m mun i ty in te g ration and 
p a rt icipation by in divi duals with 

disa b i l i t ie s.  The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s
request also in cludes $15 million to
su p p ort grants that establ ish or
m a in t a in alte rn a t ive loan fin a n cin g
p rog rams.  Most pe o ple with disa b i l-
i t ies do not have the priva te fin a n cia l
re s ou rces to purc h ase the assis t ive
te c h no logy they need.  If approve d ,
t h is in crease wou ld sig n i fica n t ly
enhance opport un i t ies for in divi du-
als with disa b i l i t ies to take adva n t a ge
of assis t ive te c h no log y.

2000 Leg i s l at i ve Priorities and FY 2001 Budg et Initiat i ve s
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➧ C e nters for Independent
Living.  
The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s FY 2001
in cludes $58 million for Ce n ters for
I n d ependent Living (CILs) — a 20 . 8
pe rcent in crease over last yea r ’s

- 12 -

fun ding leve l.  Th is in crease wou ld
m a ke it possi ble to acc o m pl ish an
in crease in the stability of ex is t in g
CILs and open new CILs in
un se rved and un d e r se rved areas.
The request cou ld provide sufficie n t

fun ding to establ ish a $200,000
Fe d e ral fun ding flo or.  In addition, a
$10 million in crease for CILs cou ld
expand the network of centers by
fun ding up to 56 new centers in 23
S t a te s.  

★ E n s u ring that th e
Te le co m m u n i c ati o n s
R evo lution Benefits All.  
In Ju ly 1999, the Fe d e ra l
Co m mun ications Co m missi o n
(FCC) adopted rules on Section 225
of the Te l e c o m mun ications Act of
1996, wh ich re q uires that te l e c o m-
mun ications equipment and se rvic e s
be acc e ssi ble to in divi duals with 
disa b i l i t ies, if rea di ly achieva bl e. 
Th is provision is known as the ADA

for the Information Age.  Th e se re g-
ulations, wh ich have been su p p orte d
by the te l e c o m mun ications in dus t r y,
will ensu re that pe o ple with disa b i l i-
t ies have acc e ss to a broad ra n ge of
p ro ducts and se rvices – such as te l e-
phones, cell phones, pagers, ca l l
wa i t in g, and ope ra tor se rvices –
wh e re they previ ous ly expe r ie n c e d
b a r r ie r s.  Te l e c o m mun ications ca r r i-
ers may not install network fea t u re s ,
functions, or ca p a b i l i t ies that do no t

c o m ply with the re g u l a t i o n s.  Th e
regulations also ensu re that in form a-
tion, documentation, and cus to m e r
se rvice is condu c ted in acc e ssi bl e
way s.  

★ Signing the Ass i sti ve
Te c h n o logy Act.
Te c h no logy is a cr u cial component
in enabl ing pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies to
l ive, lea rn and work in socie ty.  Wi t h
the su p p ort of the Clin to n -Gore
Ad min is t ration, Co n g re ss passed the
A ssis t ive Te c h no logy Act of 1998
( ATA), wh ich continues the work of
the Te c h no log y- Re l a ted Assis t a n c e
for Indivi duals with Disa b i l i t ies Ac t
of 1988.  The ATA su p p orts a pro-
g ram of grants to the 50 States, the
D is t r ict of Co l u m b ia, Puerto Ric o,
and the te r r i tor ies to examine and
re m ove barriers to acc e ssing asssis-
t ive te c h no logy devices and se rvic e s.
Th is prog ram uses a va r ie ty of
s t ra te g ies to examine State and
Fe d e ral policies and impl e m e n t s

a c co m pl i s h m e nts
at a gl a n c e

★ En s u ring that the
Te l e co m m u n i cat i o n s
Revolution Benefits All 

★ Signing the As s i s t i ve
Te c h n o l ogy Act (ATA )

★ Fa c i l i t ating Pa rtnerships with
the Info rm ation Te c h n o l ogy
I n d u s t ry

★ En s u ring the Fe d e ra l
Gove rn m e nt Prov i d e s
Ac cessible Te c h n o l ogy and
I n fo rm at i o n

★ I n c reasing Re s o u rces fo r
Ac cessible Tra n s po rt at i o n

★ I n c reasing Pu b l i c
Tra n s po rt ation Ac ce s s i b i l i ty

★ I n c reasing Housing Options
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c h a n ges to improve the provision of
assis t ive te c h no log y.  Some of the
in i t ia t ives States enga ge in in cl u d e
t ra in in g, te c h n ical assis t a n c e, alte r-
n a t ive loan prog rams, demonstra t i o n
c e n ters, in formation and re f e r ral 
h o t l ines, web si tes, te c h no log y
exp os, and the deve lopment of 
in formational mate r ia l s.  Statew i d e
n e tworks have been establ ished that
su p p ort the te c h no log y- re l a te d
n e e ds of citizens with disa b i l i t ies in
each State and te r r i tor y.

★ Fa c i l itating Pa rtn e r s h i ps
With the Info r mati o n
Te c h n o logy Industry.  
The Clin to n -Gore Ad min is t ra t i o n
brou ght together key rep re se n t a t ive s
of the Information Te c h no log y
in dustry wh ich led to su p p ort of the
Web Acc e ssi b i l i ty Initia t ive (WA I )
w i t h in the Wor ld Wide We b
Co n s ort ium (W3C).  WAI, wh ich is
su p p orted by the National Scie n c e
Foun dation and the National Insti-
t u te on Disa b i l i ty and Re h a b i l i t a t i o n
Re sea rch (NIDRR), br ings toge t h e r
the in dus t r y, re sea rchers, we b
d e signers, and consumers around 
the wor ld to deve lop standa rds of
o pe ration and pro tocol for we b
a cc e ssi b i l i ty.

★ E n s u ring the Fe d e r a l
Go ve r n m e nt Pro v i d es
A c c ess i b le Te c h n o logy and
I n fo r mati o n.  
The Clin to n -Gore Ad min is t ra t i o n
recommended, and Co n g re ss enact-
ed, changes to the Rehabilitation Ac t
s t re n g t h e n ing the obl igations of
Fe d e ral age n cies to provide acc e ssi-
ble in formation te c h no logy to their
e m plo yees and cus to m e r s.  Th is
e n a bled the Fe d e ral Gove rnment to
use its consi d e ra ble purc h asin g
p ower to move priva te in dus t r y
towa rd deve lo p ing un ive r sa l ly
d e signed te c h no logy that is acc e ssi-
ble to almost eve r yo n e.  On April 18,
2000, Attorn ey Ge n e ral Janet Re no
a n nounced the re l ease of the
Dep a rtment of Jus t ic e’s (DOJ) fir s t
rep ort under section 508 of the
Rehabilitation Ac t , In fo rm a ti o n
Te c h nology and People with Dis a b il itie s :
The Cu r rent St a te of Fe de ra l
Ac c e s s i b il ity. Under DO J’s dire c t i o n ,
Fe d e ral age n cies examined the pro-
cu rement policies and proc e du re s ,
a long with common types of in for-
mation te c h no log y.  DOJ found that
while some in formation te c h no log y
used by Fe d e ral age n cies is acc e ssi-
bl e, si m ple steps can in crease the
extent to wh ich Fe d e ral in form a t i o n
te c h no logy is usa ble by pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ie s.  

★ I n c reasing Res o u rc es fo r
A c c ess i b le Tr a n s po rtati o n.
In 1998, Pre sident Clin ton signed the
Tra n sp ortation Equi ty Act for the
21st Century (TEA-21), wh ich 
p rovides sig n i fica n t ly in crease d
re s ou rces to make our nation’s su r fa c e
t ra n sp ortation sy s te ms acc e ssi bl e.
TEA-21 in cluded in creased fun din g
for the Eld e r ly Indivi duals and
I n divi duals with Disa b i l i t ies gra n t
p rog ram. The Pre si d e n t’s Acc e ss to
Jo bs in i t ia t ive helps commun i t ie s
d e sign in nova t ive tra n sp ort a t i o n
solutions, such as van se rvices, to
help former we l fa re re cip ients and
other low- income workers get to
work.  Fun ding for this in i t ia t ive has
in creased to $75 million in FY 2000
and will be $100 million in FY 2001
as a re su lt of guara n teed fun ding in
TEA-21.  Th is in nova t ive prog ram
e m p h asizes provi ding pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ies the tra n sp ortation acc e ss
re q uired to achieve edu cation, work,
and fami ly go a l s.

★ I n c reasing Pu b l i c
Tr a n s po rtation Access i b i l ity. 
The Dep a rtment of Tra n sp ort a t i o n
and the Acc e ss Bo a rd have issu e d
final regulations impl e m e n t ing the
A m e r icans with Disa b i l i t ies Ac t
( A DA) provisions for ove r- t h e - ro a d
bus (OTRB) acc e ssi b i l i ty that pro-
vides a definition of what constitute s
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discr i min a tory action.  The re g u l a-
tion re q uires large, fi xe d - rou te ope r-
a tors to achieve 50 pe rcent of fu l l
fleet acc e ssi b i l i ty by Oc to ber 2006
and 100 pe rcent by Oc to ber 2012.
The Dep a rtment has stre n g t h e n e d
the regulations by in cl u ding provi-
sions making OTRB ope ra tors in di-
vi du a l ly and collective ly acc oun t a bl e
for provi ding acc e ssi ble se rvic e. 

★ I n c reasing Housing
O pti o n s. 
The Clin to n -Gore Ad min is t ra t i o n

- 14 -

Pro m oti n g E q ua l i ty for all of

took a nu m ber of sig n i ficant actions
that advanced housing policy for
pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s.  First, HUD
issued a statement su p p ort ing the
view that institutional living does no t
c o n s t i t u te real housing for pe o pl e
with disa b i l i t ie s.  In Fe br u a r y, 2000,
HUD Se cretary Cuomo issued a
dire c t ive encou ra g ing commun i t ie s
to use commun i ty deve lo p m e n t
block grant fun ds for home modi fi-
cations for pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s.
Al s o, in HUD’s recent No t ices of
Fun ding Ava i l a b i l i ty, the age n cy

in cluded bonus points for deve lo pe r s
when they seek to bui ld structure s
that in clude “visi t a b i l i ty” by pe o pl e
with disa b i l i t ie s. In addi t i o n ,
Pre sident Clin ton su p p orted the
in cl usion of $40 million in Section 8
fun ding for pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s ,
in part to offset the displ a c e m e n t
l i ke ly to occur as a re su lt of  “e ld e r ly-
o n ly” designation of publ ic housing 
form e r ly occu p ied by pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ie s.

➧ I n c reased Funding for Civil
Ri g hts Enfo rc e m e nt.  
In FY 2000, the Pre sident won a 19
pe rcent in crease in fun ding for
Fe d e ral civil rights enforc e m e n t ,
in cl u ding $82 million for the Civi l
R ights Division at the Jus t ic e
Dep a rt m e n t.  With a pro p ose d
in crease of $2.4 million for the Civi l
R ights Division, DOJ hopes to fu r-
ther implement the Americans with

D isa b i l i t ies Act (ADA) by fun din g
n ew in i t ia t ives, in cl u ding an in i t ia t ive
to re m ove barriers that prevent pe o-
ple with disa b i l i t ies from acc e ssin g
b asic commun i ty se rvices, such as
r i ding publ ic tra n sp ortation or atte n d-
ing a town meetin g.  Ad ditional fun d-
ing will also help be g in a new in i t ia t ive
to tra in law enforcement officers on
h ow to appro p r ia te ly in te ract with
persons with mental disa b i l i t ie s.

➧ Prote ction of All Ou r
C iti z e n s.  
The Pre sident and Vice Pre si d e n t
c o n t inue their repea ted call for pas-
sa ge of the Ha te Crimes Preve n t i o n
Act, wh ich wou ld strengthen and
expand the ex is t ing Fe d e ral hate
crimes law to cover cases of hate
crimes based on disa b i l i ty, ge n d e r,
a n d/or sexual or ie n t a t i o n.

2000 Leg i s l at i ve Priorities and FY 2001 Budg et Initiat i ve s

Our Citize n s
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★ A ss u ring Access to
Co m m u n ity Living for Peo p le
with Disabiliti es.
On June 22, 1999, the U. S. Su p re m e
Cou rt affirmed in Olm stead v. L. C .
that, under the Americans with
D isa b i l i t ies Act, un j us t i fia ble in s t i t u-
tionalization of a person with a 
disa b i l i ty wh o, with pro per su p p ort ,
can live in the commun i ty is discr i m-
in a t i o n.  In acc ordance with that
Cou rt rulin g, on Ja nuary 14, 2000,
the U. S. Dep a rtment of Hea lth and
Human Se rvices issued gui dance to
S t a te Me dicaid dire c tors on how to
m a ke State prog rams re sp o n sive to
the desires of pe o ple with disa b i l i t ie s
to live in appro p r ia te commun i ty-
b ased se tt in g s.  The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s
goal is to in te g ra te pe o ple with dis-
a b i l i t ies in to the social main s t ream
with equal opport un i t ies and the
o p p ort un i ty to make choices in their
l ive s.  The Clin to n -Gore Ad min is -
t ra t i o n’s f l ex i b i l i ty in gra n t ing State
wa ivers has sp u r red an in crease in
home and commun i ty- b ased 
se rvic e s.  Since he took offic e, the
Pre sident has approved over 300
such wa ive r s.  As a re su lt, the 
nu m ber of pe o ple with deve lo p m e n-
tal disa b i l i t ies se rved in home and
c o m mun i ty wa iver prog rams has
in creased sig n i fica n t ly.

★ Vi go ro u s ly Enfo rc i n g
D i s a b i l ity Ri g hts.  
Pre sident Clin ton has led the figh t
for vigorous enforcement of the
A m e r icans with Disa b i l i t ies Ac t
( A DA), the Fa ir Housing Act, the
I n divi duals with Disa b i l i t ie s
Edu cation Act (IDEA), and other
cr i t ical civil rights laws that pro h i b i t
discr i mination aga inst pe o ple with
disa b i l i t ies in housin g, sc h o o l s ,
work places, and publ ic areas across
the nation.  Under the Clin to n -Gore
Ad min is t ration, the nu m ber of posi-
tions alloca ted for ADA enforc e-
ment at the Dep a rtment of Jus t ic e
( DOJ) has in creased by 105 pe rc e n t.
The Ad min is t ra t i o n’s FY 2001 
bu dget pro p osal in cludes fun ding for
a nother 29 new positions for ADA
e n forcement — a 35 pe rcent in crease

over FY 2000 fun din g.  DOJ has
e n te red in to hun dre ds of se tt l e m e n t
a g reements invo lving acc e ss to civic
life (ci ty halls and mun icipal se rvic-
es), 911 emerge n cy se rvices, hote l s ,
s tores, re s t a u rants, thea ters, and
other publ ic acc o m m o da t i o n s.  
The Dep a rt m e n t’s litigation activi ty
h as establ ished important lega l
p recedents in cl u ding ADA cove ra ge
( such as zoning and prisons), arc h i-
tect lia b i l i ty, line of sight over stand-
ing spe c t a tors, eff e c t ive commun ica-
tion, and un n e c e ssary in q uir ies by
p rof e ssional lic e n sing entitie s.
I m plementation of the ADA’s “mos t
in te g ra ted se tt ing” re q uirement has
been an important element of DO J’s
Civil Rights of Institutionalized
Persons Act inve s t igations and 
a g reements invo lving institutions 

- 15 -

a c co m pl i s h m e nts
at a gl a n c e

★ As s u ring Ac cess to Co m m u n i ty
Living for People with
Disabilities  

★ Vi g o rously En fo rcing Di s a b i l i ty
Ri g ht s

★ Wo rking to Stop Di s c ri m i n at i o n
Against People with AIDS

★ Wo rking for Fair Ho u s i n g

★ Adding a New St atue to the
FDR Me m o ri a l

★ Ap po i nting the Most Di ve r s e
Ad m i n i s t ration in Histo ry
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for in divi duals with deve lo p m e n t a l
disa b i l i t ies, psyc h ia t r ic hospitals, and
p u bl ic nu r sing homes.

★ Working to Sto p
D i sc ri m i n ation Against
Peo p le with AIDS.  
Pre sident Clin ton su p p orts the
Su p reme Cou rt’s decision in Bra g do n
v. Abb o t t, wh ich rein forces the pro-
tections off e red by the America n s
with Disa b i l i t ies Act (ADA) for
A m e r icans living with HIV and
A I DS.  The Pre sident dire c ted the
Dep a rtment of Jus t ice and the Equal
E m plo yment Opport un i ty
Co m mission to vigorous ly prose cu te
t h ose who discr i min a te aga inst pe o-
ple with AIDS, lea ding to actions
a ga inst hea lth ca re providers and
fa ci l i t ies that vi o l a te the ADA .

★ Working for Fair Housing.  
In re sp o n se to the in crease in rep ort-
ed cases of se r i ous fa ir housing 
violations, the Dep a rtment of
Housing and Urban Deve lo p m e n t
(HUD) commi tted to dou bl ing the
nu m ber of its civil rights enforc e-
ment actions by the year 2000.  In
a d dition, the Pre sident pro p osed and
won a major exp a n sion of HUD’s
Fa ir Housing prog rams. The FY
1999 bu dget expanded HUD’s Fa ir
Housing prog rams to $40 million —
a $10 million in crease over FY 1998

fun din g.  That 33 pe rcent in crease
in cluded $7.5 million for a new audi t -
b ased enforcement in i t ia t ive pro-
p osed by the Ad min is t ra t i o n.  

★ Adding a New Statue to th e
FDR Memori a l.  
On May 2, 1997, Pre sident Clin to n
d e dica ted the Fra n k l in De l a no
Ro oseve lt Me m or ial to honor the
32nd Pre sident of the Un i ted State s.
On Ju ly 2, 1998, Vice Pre sident Gore
a n nounced that the FDR Me m or ia l
will in clude an additional ou td o or
room at the main entra n c e, wh ic h
will dep ict FDR in the small wh e e l-
c h a ir he inve n te d.  In collabora t i o n
with the disa b i l i ty commun i ty, the
C l in to n -Gore Ad min is t ration has
se l e c ted a spe ci fic design that will
s h ow how FDR be came one of ou r
g rea test pre sidents while he had a
disa b i l i ty and used a wh e e l c h a ir.
And last yea r, the Clin to n -Gore
Ad min is t ration helped se cu re 
$3 million to fund the memor ia l
a d dition, wh ich may be compl e te as
ea r ly as this yea r.

★ A p po i nting the Most
D i verse Administr ation in
H i sto ry. 
Pre sident Clin ton has appoin ted a
h igh ly talented and ext re m e ly dive r se
Ad min is t ration, in cl u ding the
a p p o intment of re c ord nu m bers of

pe o ple with disa b i l i t ies in the White
House and throu gh out the Clin to n -
Gore Ad min is t ra t i o n.  The Fe d e ra l
Gove rnment now employs more
than 100,000 emplo yees with some
type of disa b i l i ty.  Pre sident Clin to n’s
Ad min is t ration appoin tees in cl u d e :
Ju dith Heumann, Assistant Se cre t a r y
for Spe cial Edu cation and
Rehabilitation Se rvices; Paul Miller,
Co m missioner of the Equal
E m plo yment Opport un i ty
Co m mission; and Fre dr ic Sc h roe d e r,
Co m missioner of the Re h a b i l i t a t i o n
Se rvices Ad min is t ra t i o n.  Other
p re si d e n t ial appoin tees with disa b i l i-
t ies se rve in the Dep a rtments of
Edu cation, Hea lth and Hu m a n
Se rvices, Housing and Urb a n
Deve lopment, Jus t ic e, La b or, State,
and Tra n sp ort a t i o n.  Pre si d e n t
C l in ton has also appoin ted pe o pl e
with disa b i l i t ies to positions in 
in d ependent age n cies such as the
National Coun cil on Disa b i l i ty and
the Social Se cu r i ty Ad min is t ra t i o n ,
as U. S. Dis t r ict Cou rt Ju dges, and to
va r i ous Pre si d e n t ial Co m mi tte e s ,
Co m missions, and Task Forc e s.  
In the White House, Jonathan Youn g
is the first person with a disa b i l i ty
ever appoin ted to se rve as Ass ocia te
D ire c tor for Disa b i l i ty Outreach in
the Office of Publ ic Lia is o n.
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“Imp rov i ng opp o rt u n i ti es for people with disabi l i ti es is a win-win si t uation for ev ery o n e. For peo-

ple with disabi l i ti es, it means incl usion, freed om, and emp ow er ment. For busi n ess, it means mo re

customers, higher pro fi ts, and addi ti o nal qua l i fi ed wo rkers. For ta xpay ers, it means millions mo re

people co nt ribu ti ng to the system, and few er people dependent on it. We know it wo n ’t be ea sy. We

know we ca n ’t just pa ss a few laws and cha nge at ti t udes ov er n i gh t. But day by day, person by per-

son, we can ma ke a di fference. To gether, let’s not just complete the wo rk of the ADA — let’s say to

the whole wo rld: th is is one co u nt ry that knows we don’t have a person to wa ste, and we're mov-

i ng into the next cent u ry — to gether. ”

“If we want to keep our eco no my growing with co n tinu e d
low in fl a tion and low un e mp l oy me n t, we must draw on
the un t apped po te n tial of our peop l e. . . . Americans wit h
d is a b il ities who want to wo rk sho uld n’t have to wa it one
m o re day.” — President Bill Clinton, October 16, 1999

— Vice President Al Gore, D e c e m b er 14, 1 9 9 8
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The Pr es i de ntial Task Fo r ce on Employ m e nt of Ad u lts with Di s a b i l i ti es

2 00 Consti tu tion Avenue, NW, Room S2220 D, Wa s h i n g to n, DC 2 0210
2 02 / 693- 4939 (V) • 202 / 693- 4920 (TTY) • 202 / 693- 4929 (FAX )
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